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In a land far, far away, there was a big river where
many beaver families lived. There was one little beaver
called Tonton, and his dad was the best dam builder in
the whole village!

One day, Tonton went with his dad to work.

Daddy beaver said:

"What a lovely cloudless day, perfect weather
for building dams! I am the best dam builder
in the whole village. My dams are the sturdiest!
Come, Tonton, daddy will teach you how to
build dams! You must one day become the best
dam builder in the village! First, you must gnaw
the tree trunk until it falls. Then cut the tree
trunk up into many pieces. The sturdiest dam
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is seven layers sideways and eight layers up
ways. After building the dam, you still need to
fill in the cracks with something soft like water
plants. This is my secret to success that I
achieved through trial and error!"

However, Tonton was baffled and asked,
"Dad, why do you need so many layers?"

Daddy beaver:
"Because this way the dam is more stable and will
not collapse easily."

Tonton:
"Oh, I see.”

Aﬁj:h_,e days passed, Tonton grew older and started
ng 'a‘ng with his dad to build dams for other
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Daddy beaver:

"Come on Tonton, isn't this fun!"

Daddy beaver and the other builders all enjoyed
their job of building dams. Only Tonton did not. He
thought to himself,

"Stupid dams, why don't they just use grass

as string, or just randomly pile some sticks?

Why make it so complicated! Today we have to

build for this Aunty, tomorrow for that Uncle,

the day after another Uncle, the work will never
end!"

Even though Tonton wasn't happy, daddy beaver still
took Tonton with him to work. Time passed and Tonton
was no longer a kid. He could now go out by himself
and build dams!

"Finally, now I can build dams by myself!" thought
Tonton,
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"I'm not going to do it so complicated like dad,
stupid seven layers sideways and eight layers
up. I only need three layers total! This way 1
can quickly finish many dams and get lots
of fish as reward! One dam is five fish, two
dams would be ten fish, and three dams fifteen
fish! So many! Hahaha!"

One day the doorbell rang.

"Coming! Coming!" yelled Tonton as he rushed to
the door.

"Hi Grandma May!" said Tonton as he opened the
door.

Grandma May:

"Tonton, I was wondering if you could build
a dam for our house. My granddaughter Natalie
wishes to swim and play in the water at home.
Your father is the best dam builder in the village
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but he's too busy, we would have to wait very
long. I was thinking that since you're his
son, you would also be an excellent dam builder!"

Tonton:
"Of course, leave it to me!"

Grandma May:

"Natalie is still a child, so please make sure you
build it very sturdy so that she may play safely
in the water."

Tonton:
"Ok! No problem!"
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After he arrived at Grandma May's home, Tonton
thought,

"I need it to be sturdy, so I'll do five layers.

That should be sturdy enough!”

And so, Tonton, without following his dad's method,
started building the dam his own way.

As soon as Tonton finished building the dam,
Grandma May's granddaughter Natalie jumped into
the water and started playing happily. Then suddenly,
there was a big crackle of thunder. A lightning storm
had started and it was raining heavily! The rain became
heavier and heavier, while the water in the river started
to rise. Natalie, who was frolicking in the water just
a moment ago, was now scared and wanted to get
out. At this point, Tonton's dam started to waver and
shake before finally collapsing! Just like that, the flood
washed Natalie away. The other beavers along the river
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saw what had happened and a few professional rescue
beavers jumped in to save Natalie.

Tonton, who was at home happily counting the fish
he had gotten from building the dam, suddenly heard
knocking at his door. He opened the door to a distressed
Grandma May,

"Tonton, didn't you say that your dams are the
sturdiest? None of the other dams have fallen, yet
ours has! How could this happen? Somebody help,
help rescue my granddaughter!"

As soon as he heard this, Tonton rushed out the
door and followed Grandma May to the scene where he
saw his collapsed dam destroyed by the flood.

"How did this happen! I merely used a few less
layers and didn't fill all the cracks. How did it end
up like this! It wasn't on purpose. If Grandma May's
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granddaughter Natalie can't be rescued then it would
all be my fault! Daddy beaver had always hoped
that I'd become the best dam builder in the village,
but now I've become the worst dam builder in the
village."

Tonton was very sad. Fortunately, Natalie was
rescued, safe and sound. Tonton decided that he would
do something to make amends and so went to find
Grandma May.

Tonton:

"Grandma May, I'm very sorry, I thought a few
less layers wouldn't make a difference. I would
like to make it up to you by rebuilding your dam
with my dad on the side closely monitoring me.
I am sincerely sorry and will never do such a
thing ever again."
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Grandma May:

"Alright then, seeing you so sincere, I will let you

try again. This time make sure you do it properly!
Tonton:

"Yes! T willl"

From that day on, Tonton started building dams
very seriously and never tried to take any shortcuts.

He eventually did become the best dam builder in the
whole village!
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Once upon a time, in a land far, far away, there
was the Forest Kingdom where many animals lived. The
Tiger King governed the forest animals and each animal
had their own job, living happily and peacefully.

Next to the forest was the Grassland Kingdom,
governed by the Lion King. Sometimes, the grassland
animals did not have enough food to eat, so they would
come to the forest to steal food. As a result, the Tiger
King set up an army to protect the forest from the
attacks of the grassland animals. The army had wild
boars, big bears and other strong animals! The Tiger
King said to all the forest animals,

"In order to store food and feed our brave soldiers,

everyone must hand over one tenth of everything

they collect for storage and protection!”

All the forest animals felt that this was very
reasonable and agreed.
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M And so, the rabbits would give the King some of
the carrots they grew, the monkeys would give the King
some of the bananas they picked, and the sparrows
would give the King some of the rice they sowed. The
animals all happily followed the King's policy, but the
King realized that the animals must travel a long way to
the palace every time there was a harvest.

"Considering the size of the forest, this is much
too exhausting!" The King thought.

So the King decided that he would only collect
food once a month and that the hedgehogs would
be responsible for collecting and delivering the food.
If other animals were to try and steal the food that
everyone worked so hard for, the hedgehogs could use
their thorny spikes to fend them off. The hedgehogs
were the perfect animals for the job!
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The hedgehogs also felt that being able to help
the King was a great honor. And just like that, the
hedgehogs would earnestly do their job every month.
However, within the hedgehog clan was a little
hedgehog named Aaron. Every month he loathed
collecting and delivering food for the King. Aaron would
think to himself,

"So tiring, so tiring, to lift such heavy food onto

the cart and push it all the way to the palace...

it's so tiring! Why not let the animals deliver
their own food? The King empathized with the
other animals but what's in it for me?"

saying things like,
"Hurry up! Hurry up! I haven't got all day!"
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One day, while the hedgehogs were transporting
food, they heard a sound.

"Howl~Howl~"

It was a pack of wolves from the grasslands! The
leader of the pack saw all the food and was salivating.
But the hedgehogs worked together to repel the
wolves, protecting the food that was to be delivered to
the palace. This event became known throughout the
forest and caused the hedgehogs to become arrogant.
They stopped treating the other animals nicely and as a
result, everyone came to dislike the hedgehogs.

This incident didn't help make Aaron feel any better
about his job.
"Don't wolves eat meat?" thought Aaron,
"Our cargo was mostly vegetables and rice so for
them to want to steal our food means that they
must have been starving. Maybe if I secretly stole
some food, and sold it to the grassland animals in
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r'éturn for goods, then I can benefit from this
meaningless job. Wouldn't that be great?"

And so, Aaron found a hidden cave in the woods
and every time they transported food, he would secretly
steal a little and hide it in the cave. Then come nightfall,
he would go and trade with the grassland animals.

One day, there was a herd of deer that couldn't
find any food to eat. They had heard of a forest animal
trading food and eventually found Aaron. Aaron saw the
antlers on their heads and liked them very much. He
wanted the deer to trade their biggest antler for a big
basket of apples and bananas. The herd leader felt that
this request was very humiliating. Even though breaking
off an antler wouldn't do them any harm, the antlers
still took a long time to grow and maintain. Aaron saw
how reluctant the herd leader was and said,
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"Ok then, since you're that reluctant I won't force
you, you guys can go and find food yourselves!”

The herd leader looked at all the hungry deer and
had no choice but to agree.

One winter's day, as Aaron shivered in the cold,
he wished he had something to keep him warm. He
suddenly remembered,

"Oh that's right! I have some wool that I got from

the sheep last time!"

And so, Aaron went to his hidden cave and got the

v‘vobl Just as he started to feel warm, an animal came
| out of nowhere and bumped into him head on. Aaron
ii“.angrlly shouted,

1 "What do you think you're doing!"
It turned out to be a little rabbit and she promptly
apologized to Aaron. But the little rabbit thought it was

" weird that he was wearing wool and so asked,
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"Aaron, why are you wearing wool?"

"Oh, this... this is... this one time I helped a sheep

whose leg... whose leg was stuck in a hole in the
ground. I happened to walk past and helped him
out, so he gave me this wool as thanks!"

Aaron rushed home as soon as he finished
explaining, afraid that the little rabbit would continue to
ask questions.

But the little rabbit wasn't so gullible and thought,

"Forest animals never deal with grassland
animals. The hedgehogs are so arrogant, acting
like they're the greatest thing, so why on earth
would they go and help the grassland animals?"

The little rabbit decided to watch Aaron closely. She
realized that every time the animals gave food to the
hedgehogs, Aaron would act suspiciously and always be
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the last to leave! One time, the hedgehogs decided to
deliver the food to the palace the following day because
it was already dark by the time they had finished
collecting the food. That night, Aaron pushed a cart full
of food deep into the woods. The little rabbit followed
him and thought,

"Isn't this where I bumped into him last time?"

Then, the little rabbit heard the sound of a big
stone rolling. She couldn't believe what she saw. In
front of her was a big cave, filled with food, as well
as things that the forest didn't have. The little rabbit
decided to continue following Aaron.

One day, the little rabbit found Aaron sneakily
going out at night. Aaron first went to the big cave
to get a basket of cabbage, and then he went to the
border between the forest and grasslands. Aaron gave
the basket of cabbage to the zebra leader, and the
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zebra gave him lots of large ostrich feathers. The little
rabbit thought,
"So that's what's going on!"

The next day, the little rabbit went to the Tiger King
and told him of what Aaron was doing. The Tiger King
dispatched a group of squirrels to help the little rabbit
investigate this matter. Then one day, as Aaron was
trading with some voles, he was caught red-handed.

The King went to Aaron's cave and confiscated all
the food and things he had been hiding. Aaron was
hereby forbidden from participating in the transportation
of food and the whole he 10g clan was remo / | ey
their position. | | | —
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Instead, now the animals would take turns collecting
and delivering food, and would be rewarded for their
efforts. As Aaron did not fulfil his duties, the King felt
that Aaron could not be trusted again and banished him
from the forest.

In addition, the King realized that even though the
Forest Kingdom and Grassland Kingdom had never been
on good terms, Aaron was still able to trade goods,
indicating that the Grassland Kingdom was willing to
trade because food was scarce. The Tiger King decided
to reach an agreement with the Lion King to allow the
trading of food, benefiting both sides.

Ever since Aaron got caught, the hedgehogs could
no longer look down upon the other animals. In fact,
they felt shame due to Aaron's actions and ran away
as soon as they saw other animals. The Tiger King
acknowledged the little rabbit's loyalty and asked her
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to be the overseer of palace food storage as well as the
overseer of trade with the Grassland Kingdom. From
that day forward, the forest and grassland animals all
enjoyed a much better quality of life.







It was the start of a new semester and we had to
elect a new group of class leaders. Hua was nominated
to be the treasurer, the person in charge of the class
funds, as his Math was the best in the class. The
teacher and his classmates all believed he could do a
great job managing the money since he was least likely

to get numbers wrong.
Hua was really happy to be elected as the Class
Treasurer because it was his first time being one of the

class leaders.

"I've never had that much money before", thought
Hua.
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In the beginning, Hua did a great job managing
the class funds, but he was tempted every time new
products came out in the bookstores and toy stores.
One day, Hua saw tracks and tracks of toy cars
displayed in front of the toy store with little cool cars
racing on the tracks. The more he watched them race,
the more he liked the cars. He stopped by the toy store
everyday after school.

"Hello kid, how about I give you a discount, S|nce~-'

you like it so much. I can give you it for a dlscounted\‘
$3,500 instead of $5,000. You could play as much
as you want at home!" said the toy store owrier.

Hua was really tempted, but he didn'ﬁaygﬁghat o
much money. He asked his mother and she refused.’ P

T £;: .
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Hua was disappointed and returned to his room
and saw the class funds in his drawer.

"I could use this money to buy the car first!"
"No, that's not my money, it belongs to the

class!"

Hua's head was filled with different thoughts. He
finally decided to use the money after thinking,

"Well, I get allowance money every day, I can just

buy the car with the class funds and pay the money

back later with my allowance!”

The devil had won, and Hua decided to buy the car

the next day.
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When he got home, Hua was thrilled and excited
with his newly bought toy car in his hands. His mother
was really suspicious about his purchase, to which Hua
said,

"Mom! I've been saving money! The reason why

I asked you for money yesterday was so that

I didn't need to spend my own money!"

Hua immediately rushed back to his room with the
cars.

However, it always made Hua very nervous
whenever the money was mentioned in the class
meetings.

Eventually, the class decided to have a party and
Hua was asked to bring the funds to the teacher. Hua

51



was worried that the teacher and his classmates would
find out, so he always said that he forgot to bring the
money.

As Hua had been avoiding bringing the money, the
teacher found it suspicious and stopped Hua after the
class one day.

"Hua, is everything okay? What happened to the
class funds? Do you want me to go to your house and
pick it up myself? We need to get things for the party,
and I need to get the money to prepare for everyone",
the teacher said.

Hua was hesitant and looked at his teacher. The cat
got his tongue.
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Seconds seemed to snail by until Hua could take
no more and burst into tears. He told his teacher
everything,

"I am really sorry Sir, I will return the funds with

my own allowance, please forgive me."

"I believe it is also difficult for you. It doesn't feel
real when you buy things not with your own money",
the teacher said as he looked at Hua, who was now
sobbing.

"You must have been under great pressure worrying
someone might find out. I'll keep the money for
now, and please make up the missing funds with
your allowance. Don't make the same mistake

again.”
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Hua felt a lot lighter after he had told the truth.

The toy car was on the floor when he got home,
which he decided to put away. He decided he would
play with it after paying up the remaining money.

"There is no way I will ever do something like that
again", thought Hua as he carefully wrapped up his toy.
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